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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . • The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hesse 
(U.S. 7,046,779). 

Regarding claim 1 , Hesse teaches a method for indicating a speaker during a 
conference (Fig.2, item 208), comprising: 
determining a list of participants in a conference (Fig.2, item 202); 
determining a sample from said conference (Fig.2, item 248); 
determining a participant from said list that is speaking during 
said sample (Fig.2, items 216 and 206); 
providing data indicative of said sample; and 
providing data indicative of said participant (Fig.2, item 208). 



Regarding claim 2, Hesse further teaches 1, wherein said determining a 
participant from said list that is speaking during said sample includes determining an 
active channel in said sample and determining a speaker associated with said active 
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channel (Fig.2, items 208 and Col. 7, lines 43-55). 

Regarding claim 3, Hesse further teaches causing a display of an indication that 
said participant is speaking (Figr2, items 210 and 242). 

Regarding claim 4, Hesse further teaches determining at least one active 
channel in said conference (Col. 7, line 50-55). 

Regarding claim 5, Hesse further teaches determining at least one active 
channel includes determining significance of a plurality of channels in said conference 
and selecting said at least one active channel from said plurality of channels (Fig.2, item 
208 and Col. 7, lines 50-55). 

Regarding claim 6, Hesse further teaches determining a sample from said 
conference includes determining a sample from said at least one active channel (Fig.2, 
item 208). 

Regarding claim 7, Hesse further teaches providing data indicative of said 
sample includes providing a sample of voice data associated with said conference 
(Fig.2, items 216 and 248). 
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Regarding claim 8, Hesse further teaches providing data indicative of said 
participant includes providing said data via a first channel and wherein said providing a 
sample of voice data associated with said conference includes providing said sample of 
voice data via a second channel (Fig. 2, items 218 and 212). 

Regarding claim 9, Hesse further teaches providing data indicative of said 
participant includes providing said data to a first client device and wherein said 
providing a sample of voice data associated with said conference includes providing 
said sample of voice data to a second client device (Fig.2, items 218 and 212). 

Regarding claim 10, Hesse further teaches determining a significance of at least 
one active channel in said conference (Fig.2, item 208 and col. 3, lines 35-53). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Hesse further teaches determining a participant from said 
list that is speaking during said sample includes identifying a participant speaking on 
said at least one active channel during said sample (Fig.2, item 208 and Col. 5, lines 
15-22). 

Regarding claim 12, Hesse further teaches 1, wherein said data indicative of said 
participant includes data indicative of a device associated with said participant (Col. 8, 
lines 16-22). 
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Regarding claim 13, Hesse further teaches said data indicative of said participant 
includes data indicative of a channel associated with said participant (Col. 3, lines 35- 
53). 

Regarding claim 14, Hesse further teaches wherein said sample includes data 
from multiple active channels associated with said conference (Fig.2, items 218, 212 
and 248). 

Regarding claim 15, Hesse further teaches determining a participant from said 
list that is speaking during said sample includes determining a participant from a 
plurality of participants that are aggregated on a channel (Fig.2, items 208 and 212). 

Regarding claim 16, Hesse further teaches wherein said data indicative of said 
sample has a different sample size than said data indicative of said participant (Fig.2, 
items 208 and 212). 

Regarding claim 17, Hesse further teaches a system for indicating a speaker 
during a conference, comprising: 
a network (Fig. 3, item 303). 

at least one client device operably coupled to said network (Fig. 3, station 326 -348); 
a server operably coupled to said network, said server adapted to 
determine a list of participants in a conference; determine a sample from 
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said conference; determine a participant from said list that is speaking 
during said sample; provide data indicative of said sample; and provide 
data indicative of said participant (Fig. 3, items 302). 

Regarding claim 18, Hesse further teaches wherein said server is adapted to 
determine an active channel associated with said conference (Col. 9, lines 13-20). 

Regarding claim 19, Hesse further teaches : wherein said server is adapted to 
cause a display on said client device of an indication that said participant is speaking 
(Col. 9, User GUI lines 18-19) 

Regarding claim 20, Hesse further teaches wherein said client device is adapted 
to display an indication of said participant (Col. 9, User GUI lines 18-19, table 1). 

Regarding claim 21, Hesse further teaches, wherein said client device is adapted 
to display a level of activity of said participant in said sample (Col. 9, User GUI lines 18- 
19 and table 1). 

Regarding claim 22, Hesse further teaches a system for indicating a speaker 
during a conference, comprising: 
a processor (Fig. 4, item 404); 
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a communication port coupled to said processor and adapted to 
communicate with at least one device (Fig. 4, item 403); and 
a storage device coupled to said processor and storing instructions adapted to be 
executed by said processor to: 

determine a list of participants in a conference; determine a sample from said 
conference; determine a participant from said list that is speaking during said sample; 
provide data indicative of said sample; and provide data indicative of said participant 
(Fig. 4, item 324). 

Regarding claim 23, Hesse further teaches an article of manufacture comprising: 
a computer readable medium having stored thereon instructions which, when executed 
by a processor, cause said processor to: determine a list of participants in a conference; 
determine a sample from said conference; determine a participant from said list that is 
speaking during said sample; provide data indicative of said sample; and provide data 
indicative of said participant (Fig. 4, item 404). 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karen L. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-7487. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon and Thurs: 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad F. Matar can be reached on 571-272-7493. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Karen Le 
KLL . 




September 28, 2007 



